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Amblève project, Belgium 2026

100 trees planted

The Amblève region is a rural and agricultural landscape known for its extensive forest massifs and its many trails, which

welcome walkers, horse riders and cyclists exploring the countryside around the River Amblève. Its forests are

dominated by conifers: around 75% of the current stands are spruce, planted decades ago as monoculture. Widespread

bark beetle damage has weakened and killed large numbers of these spruce trees. In response, Go Forest supports a

large-scale, long-term restoration project in the area. We started in 2023 and have continued the work in the seasons

since. Localized thinning removes the weakened and infected spruce, helping to protect the trees that remain. Because

adult spruce demands a lot of light, very little reaches the forest floor, which limits natural regeneration. Selective

thinning creates more space and light for regeneration to occur, and new trees are also planted to restore the stand and

support diversity. In 2026, the planting continued with mainly beech, and also some European silver fir. The exact

number of trees and geolocation will be updated soon. The long-term goal is an irregular forest stand with varied age

classes and species composition, better equipped to face future environmental challenges. The forest will be

maintained according to continuous cover forestry principles, through ongoing thinning and progressive canopy

reduction that irregularizes the stands and initiates assisted natural regeneration.
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