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Projects we support

GOI@?EST

Baclain project, Belgium 2024-2025
@ 30 trees planted

The Baclain project, located in the Parc Naturel des Deux Ourthes (Gouvy, Belgium), focuses on the reforestation of a
2.5-hectare plot of fallow land previously used for coniferous plantations. The plot is surrounded by diverse-aged
forests with mixed species and is very close to the Wez de Halleux stream. This rural area, rich in natural and agricultural
landscapes, has soils conducive to forest growth, specifically loamy soils with favorable natural drainage. Scheduled for
the season of 2024-2025, we introduce 7,650 new trees using a mixed planting approach. The species composition
includes 34% Douglas fir, 33% larch, 20% beech, 10% oak, and 3% chestnut, with spacing tailored to each species'
needs. Ground preparation will involve band tillage, with residual vegetation mulched and wildlife deterrents applied to
protect young saplings. The regeneration of native species such as birch, sorb, and oak is anticipated, complementing
the planted trees. This balanced approach will promote a resilient forest structure that aligns with regional biodiversity
and climate goals. In general, the project aims to restore the land's ecological and economic value by reestablishing
forest cover and enhancing ecosystem services such as water quality, flood mitigation, soil protection, and carbon
sequestration. It transforms neglected land into a thriving forest ecosystem, contributing to local environmental, social,
and economic benefits. Plantation update: - 7650 trees were planted in March-April 2025: 2601 Douglas firs (34%), 2525
larches (33%), 1530 beeches (20%), 765 oaks (10%) and 229 chestnuts (3%). - Monitoring summary: The plantation took
place on 2.5 hectares across several parcels in Gouvy. The terrain was prepared in advance and treated with natural
forest latex. Douglas and larches were planted in mixed rows (2x1.7m), while beeches and oaks were placed along the
borders (2x1.5m). A field visit in June 2026 showed a good establishment of the trees, along with natural regeneration of

birch & rowan. - Maintenance: Clearing will be necessary due to the abundance of ferns.
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