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Projects we support

Le Roeulx project, Belgium

1290 trees planted

In this project in Le Roeulx we plant 12,000 trees during the first months of 2024, with the majority of the trees planted

in March 2024. On the 5.5-hectare plot, we mainly plant lines of chestnuts, oaks, maples, and walnuts. It is important to

execute this project because the area is a very agricultural one with little afforestation. We are planting a diverse forest

to preserve wildlife habitats and support the ecological and environmental benefits of the forest. Details: - Altitude of

118 meters. - The soil is loamy with favorable natural drainage or loamy with poor natural drainage. - The composition of

the previous stand: ash trees. - The follow-ups of the trees are planned for April 2024 and summer 2025.

Durnal (3075 trees), Belgium 2024-2025

126 trees planted

This project is located in Durnal, Belgium (postal code 5530), and involves the replanting of a forest following a bark

beetle infestation that severely affected the spruce trees. This reforestation effort aims to increase the resilience of the

forest by diversifying tree species, enhancing ecosystem services such as climate change mitigation, biodiversity

protection, and water cycle contribution. Specifically, the project will involve the planting of 2575 trees over an area of

1.6 hectares at an altitude of 260 meters on loamy, gravelly soils with natural drainage, favorable for forest growth.

Species distribution will include Atlas cedars, Scots pines and alders, with a planting arrangement alternating two lines

of cedars and two lines of Scots pines, while six lines of alders will be planted along the watercourse. We aim to

maintain 10% birch regeneration in the final tree composition. The planting with plants provided by Pepinières Pirothon

is executed during the 2024-2025 season and will also include protective measures against wildlife. Plantation updates:

- Planting period: The trees were planted between December 2024 and January 2025 - 2575 trees planted: 1050 Atlas

cedars (40.78%), 1050 Scots pines (40.78%) and 475 alders (18.44%) - Monitoring summary: The site covers part of a 3.5-

hectare area previously cleared of spruce affected by bark beetles. Planting was done in mixed lines, with terrain

prepared by mulching and protected using repellent. Weather conditions were humid. - Maintenance: Clearing is

planned to support tree growth.
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Montzen project, Belgium 2024-2025

555 trees planted

Vin du Pays de Herve is a cooperative started in 2017, a project where locals invested in building a local vineyard. They

aim to create over 10ha of bio vineyard, with respect for the environment and biodiversity. The head of the farming

operations currently aims to reshape the vineyard to further promote biodiversity. This will be done through: • Planting

tiered hedges along the edges of the plots (as a shelter for foxes, birds, and other animals), thereby doubling certain

existing hedges and creating new ones • Create flowered strips along the edges of the plots to attract more bees. •

Further vegetation creation on slopes to prevent erosion, installing ponds, increasing the number of perches, . . . . •

Improve collaboration with local shepherds to control weed growth and with a local beekeeper for the installation of

beehives. We aim to support this project by helping to fund the plantation of 5794 trees in the season of 2024-2025,

many of which will be hedges. Various native species will be used in five nearby sites. In addition to its obvious

ecological importance for biodiversity (animal habitats, soil conservation, water management, air quality), there are many

other social, landscape, tourism and economic benefits. Vin du Pays de Herve wants to connect the plots to existing

hiking trails and create educational panels on animal life (wildlife, small animals, insects) and local flora. Several hiking

trails already run along the vineyard plots and one of them, 22 km long, goes around them. In addition, a winery is an

important living and meeting place suitable for organizing events, trainings, facility visits, vineyard presentations, etc.

Vin du Pays de Herve has already applied for public subsidies for the planting of hedgerows, but this support will not be

sufficient to implement the entire project. Moreover, they do not have all the technical expertise required for this

development. This is also why there’s a collaboration with Go Forest and technical partner Sylva Nova. Plantation

updates: - Planting period: The trees were planted between March 25 and April 1, 2025. - 5794 trees were planted, of

which 2701 were funded through Go Forest: Species included 22% field maple, 16% hornbeam, 15% hawthorn, 10%

guelder rose, 10% Cornelian cherry, 5% alder buckthorn, 5% spindle, 5% bird cherry, 3% dog rose, 2% fly honeysuckle,

and smaller proportions of elder, rowan, sessile oak, bloodtwig dogwood, hazel, eared willow, white willow, Norway

maple, sweet chestnut, pedunculate oak, pear, apple, and walnut. - Monitoring summary: Trees were planted in double or

triple staggered rows over 1,720 meters. The terrain was occasionally rocky but did not significantly hinder progress. -

Maintenance: Future clearing will be done if herbaceous vegetation competes too strongly with the young trees.
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Enhancing biodiversity in the Blankenberge harbor

Blankenberge, Belgium

2 eco block(s) adopted

The biodiversity in the North Sea is under threat due to overfishing, pollution, and habitat destruction. Intensive fishing

practices have depleted fish stocks and damaged the seabed. Pollution from agricultural runoff and industrial activities

has led to water quality degradation. Additionally, infrastructure projects disrupt marine habitats, further impacting

marine life. We need to rethink how infrastructure projects are carried out, and consider how to design them more in

harmony with nature. Our collaborative effort with Deme Group & Artes, and MDK (Maritime Services and Coast

Agency) aims to transform Blankenberge’s harbor dam into a model of sustainable, nature-inclusive infrastructure. The

new harbor dam will be built not only with the traditional concrete Haro blocks but also with 40 nature-inclusive Haro

blocks. These nature-inclusive units meet marine-grade concrete standards and are designed to promote ecological

responsibility by fostering marine life. They support a diverse range of marine species, improve water quality, and

stimulate carbon storage. The technology transforms marine concrete into habitable surfaces, promoting the growth of

calcific organisms such as oysters, tubeworms, corals, and algae, which filter water, sequester carbon, and create a habitat

for a variety of other marine life. The goal of Go Ocean is to gain support for 40 eco units. The units are installed in 2025.

When proven successful, the project can be expanded for large-scale application along the Belgian coastline and

beyond. To ensure the ecological benefits are realized and documented, we adhere to a comprehensive monitoring plan.

The monitoring scope includes: • Diversity indices: We will measure biodiversity, species richness, and species

abundance between the eco Haro units and the traditional concrete blocks (A/B). • Successional stages: Differences in

biogenic buildup and successional stages will be recorded. • Biological accumulation: We will assess the biological

productivity and ecological value of the breakwater. Nice to know: because the eco units can be customized with

numbers and company logos, we can provide transparency, personal ecological monitoring, and unique branding

opportunities.
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